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INFO LOG-00 AMAD-01 ARA-01 EB-01 FDRE-00 ADS -00 /004W 

1CD0A3 191910Z /44 

R 191705Z MAR 92 
FM AMEMRASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4282 
INFO AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PM 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 02709 



AID FOR FHA/OFDA AND LAC/SC 

E.O. 12356:N/A 
TAGS: EAID, AR 

SUBJECT: DISASTER PREPAREDNESS IN ARGENTINA 

REF: (A) WHITE HOUSE 180214Z (B) BUENOS AIRES 2649 

1. IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE MONSTROUS EXPLOSION IN THE 
ISRAELI EMBASSY YESTERDAY (REF B) , WE ARE QUITE 
CONCERNED OVER THE LACK OF CIVIL PREPAREDNESS IN BUENOS 
AIRES. WHEN VIEWING ON LOCAL TELEVISION THE COURAGEOUS 
BUT APPARENTLY UNCOORDINATED RESCUE EFFORTS AT THE 
SCENE, IT WAS PATENTLY OBVIOUS THAT THE SUCCESS OF THEIR 
BRAVE EFFORTS WAS CONSTRAINED BY THE LACK OF EFFECTIVE 
ORGANIZATION. MASS CONFUSION WAS THE ORDER OF THE DAY, 
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WITH HUNDREDS OF PASSERSBY PITCHING IN HAPHAZARDLY, 
HELPING TO CLEAR AWAY DEBRIS, TO CARRY BODIES AND TO 
VOLUNTEER FOR ANY OTHER TASK, SOME VERY DANGEROUS. THE 
UNSELFISH EFFORT BY THESE CIVILIANS IS HIGHLY 
COMMENDABLE, BUT IT HIGHLIGHTED THE FACT THAT 
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES REQUIRED MANY HOURS BEFORE 
ANYTHING RESEMBLING A PROFESSIONAL RESCUE EFFORT COULD 
BE BROUGHT TO BEAR. ADDITIONALLY, THE ABSENCE OF EVEN 
THE MOST BASIC RELIEF EQUIPMENT WAS DEMONSTRATED BY THE 
STEADY FLOW OF OFFICIAL PLEAS BROADCAST OVER THE MEDIA 
REQUESTING VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUCH ITEMS AS WORK 
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GLOVES, PLASTIC BUCKETS, DRINKING WATER, SHOVELS, HARD 
HATS, AND SURGICAL MASKS. 

2. THIS CRITICAL LACK OF ORGANIZATION, THE AUTHORITIES' 
LATE REACTION TO COPING WITH THE DISASTER, AND THE 
APPARENT LACK OF THE MOST BASIC RESCUE EQUIPMENT ALL 
CALL ATTENTION TO THE NEED FOR ARGENTINA TO DEVELOP ITS 
CAPABILITY TO DEAL WITH SUCH DISASTERS IN THE FUTURE . 
THE EMBASSY'S INTEREST IS NOT COMPLETELY UNSELFISH, 
SINCE WE MAY SOMEDAY FIND EMBASSY PERSONNEL PLACED AT 
RISK FROM SOME SIMILARLY GRAVE DEVELOPMENT AND IN NEED 
OF EFFECTIVE RELIEF ACTIVITIES. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT AN 
OFFER OF HELP IN THIS AREA WOULD BE IN KEEPING WITH THE 
INDICATION OF OUR DESIRE TO HELP THE GOVERNMENT HERE 
DEAL WITH THIS TRAGEDY, AS EXPRESSED IN THE COMMUNICATION 
FROM PRESIDENT BUSH TO PRESIDENT MENEM (REF A) . 

3. WE ASK THAT AID'S OFFICE OF U.S. FOREIGN DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE CONSIDER WAYS IN WHICH THEY MIGHT PROVIDE 
SUPPORT TO THE APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES 
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WITHIN THE GREATER METROPOLITAN BUENOS AIRES AREA. THE 
NEED WAS ONLY POINTED OUT YESTERDAY; IT HAS EXISTED FOR 
A LONG TIME. OUR HELP WOULD ALSO REPRESENT A 
SIGNIFICANT DEMONSTRATION OF OUR DESIRE TO PROMOTE THE 
BROADER REQUIREMENTS OF THE DEVELOPING BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP . 

TODMAN 
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